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last days of May Budienny, the Red cavalry leader, had b^fetee
active. At the head of 12,000 horse, with 300 machine guns and
50 guns, he pierced the Polish front on June 5. The Polish 3rd
Army was nearly surrounded in Kieff, but on June 13 effected its
retreat to the west. A fresh line was taken up, but could not be
held. Later a concentric attack by the Poles, under Rydz-Smigly,
was unsuccessful, Budienny crossed the Horyn on July 3, and
pressed on to Rovno, which he occupied two days afterwards.
The Poles had to abandon the Ukraine. One cause of the failure
was the antagonism of the Ukrainian peasantry, about whose
sympathies Pilsudski had been misled by his agents; another,
Petlura's strength had been over-estimated.
On June 9, 1920, the Skulski Government resigned.
FIRST GRABSKI CABINET
On June 24 a new Ministry was constituted by L. Grabski, but it
was evidently a makeshift affair. Pilsudski had openly expressed
his opinion that a Cabinet drawn from the Left was desirable, and
had reiterated his wish that the broad masses of the population
should be the foundation of the State.
SOVIET SECOND OFFENSIVE IN THE NORTH
Tukhachevsky launched his second offensive on July 4, 1920.
Two days before, he issued an order to his troops in which he
said: "The destinies of the World Revolution will be settled in
the West. Our way towards world-wide conflagration passes over
the corpse of Poland." He invited his soldiers to "avenge the dis-
honouring of Kieff, and to drown the criminal Government of
Pilsudski in the blood of the crushed Polish Army." He concluded
with the cry: "Forward on Vilna, Minsk, Warsaw! March!"
The Soviet had more than 200,000 men, divided into four
armies, in the fighting line. The Polish forces, arranged in three
armies, with Szeptycki in chief command, numbered about
120,000 men, none too well equipped, whereas their enemies had
the benefit of the excellent and plentiful French or British material
taken from the defeated counter-revolutionary generals. Nowhere
were the Poles in very strong force, and the superior weight of